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ment and had to be accepted. One of the encouraging features
of the news of the day was the fine example of President Moscicki
in voluntarily surrendering 5,000 zlotys a month of his salary,
originally 50,000 zlotys monthly, but already heavily reduced
by the special tax on all salaries paid by the Government, the
total reduction coining to one-third of his former official income.
On December 17 the Seym in full session passed a resolution
transforming the Belvedere into a national memorial of the
Marshal under the name, "Joseph Pilsudski Museum." At the
same meeting, the Seym, after a speech from Michalowski,
Minister of Justice, voted the Government's amnesty proposal,
and it was passed into law by the Parliament three days later.
Under this Act the Polish gaols were, early in January 1936,
emptied of some 27,000 prisoners. Criminal sentences up to six
months and political sentences up to two years were remitted,
the latter step releasing about 3,000 political prisoners. Higher
criminal sentences were reduced, But the "heavy" political
offenders and Witos and two others who fled the country did not
benefit, a fact which naturally excited resentment in the ranks.
of the Opposition. Though a parliamentary Opposition no longer
existed in the ordinary sense of the term, outside the Parliament
the Opposition parties and groups still actively made themselves
felt in the national life, and were highly critical at their meetings
and in their Press of the Government. Thus, at a meeting of the
Populists in Warsaw early in December, and attended by 400
delegates from all parts of the country, the Government was
fiercely attacked, and Witos, still an exile in Czechoslovakia, was
elected as their leader. Inside the Parliament itself there was
seen a tendency among the deputies to form regional or other
groups, such as an agrarian group, to look after particularist
interests, but they rather lacked organization. On December 17
the Seym, after a lively discussion, also voted the
of the new commercial treaty with Germany. In the
week the Senate adopted the Amnesty Bill, and it was drijr
promulgated.	, <* \
Up to the end of 1935 the Goveromejit cooteiied t®
a solid front.

